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Exterminate the wild beasts, and make peace wehd#vil and all his hosts sooner than these
red-jawed tigers whose fangs are dripping withitloed of the innocents.

—Jane Grey Swisshelm on Dakota (Sioux) Indi&hsCloud DemocraiNovember 13, 1862

Jane Grey Swisshelm, reformer, abolitionist, festinivas during her lifetime one of the best
known women in America. . . . Forthright in herwge she often was sarcastic and caustic in her
writing — but never dull.

—Historical marker, St. Cloud State University, Mésiota, erected 1969, removed 2005

(full text: Appendix A

Jane Grey Swisshelm, controversial in her timafinaes to be so. An avid social reformer,
Swisshelm published newspapers in the mid-1800snwiomen journalists were rare. Her bold, vitriolic
style garnered a national audience, affecting ssueh as abolition and women'’s rights, when women
were disenfranchised. In 1858, drawn into the josliof new statehood, she helped shape Minnesota’s
Republican Party. Despite her reputation as champiohe politically weak, in 1862 she took a shingk
stand by modern standards: Swisshelm advocatech@rtding the Dakota Indian. Today, this stand
threatens to eclipse her achievements. St. Cloate Siniversity removed a Swisshelm memorial because
it ignored this issue, and now contemplates if laow she should be memorializk@his poses the
guestion: how should people who made notable dmritans yet violated today’s principles be judged?
Measured against the harsh realities of her badkgrand era, Swisshelm’s apparently evil stand does
not so obviously condemn her. In fact, this antiiém stand was motivated by the same principldseas
other crusades, and in step with her time.

Swisshelm’s motivation for social reform grew froeligious roots. She was born in 1815 to
Pennsylvanian Calvinists Thomas Cannon and MarytSgbo emphasized social activism and strict
Biblical interpretations. Jane pledged to be astthidigger in the vineyar@bf God by upholding rigid
moral principles: honest work, courage againstigyaand unwavering belief that God guidedher.
Early hardships influenced Jane’s activism. Hdrdatlied in 1823, so to help her family, Jane sold
handiwork, and at fourteen became a teathei836, she married James Swisshelm, but his ddézh
background and domineering mother soured theitioelship. In 1838, they moved to Kentucky where

Jane witnessed slavery’s cruelty which, for heaffiened a Calvinist doctrine: “Slavery and Chrastity

are incompatible>She abhorred slaveholders. They violated her jples: they did not work, but
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profited from others’ labor. Jane saw “that non¢hef [slaveholders’] shapely hands had ever udeet ot
implement of toil than a pistol, bowie-knife, oagé-whip; that any other tool would ruin [their]
reputation . . . but they did not lose caste byséwhipping old mammysJames’s business faltered, so
Jane became a seamstress. Soon, against Jamées,wise returned to Pittsburgh to nurse her dying
mother. There, Jane started digging out thistletyrannical slaveholders — by writing letters to
abolitionist newspapers.

James’s actions provided Jane with more thistlesgoln
1840, disgruntled because his business failed, J#meatened to
charge her mother’s estate for Jane’s nursingetmBylvania, a
woman'’s earnings and property belonged to her mesklane
likened this to slavery: “Being the owner of my g@&m and
services, he had a right 3he started championing women’s

rights through newspaper letters. Eventually, ffiferts and those

of Lucretia Mott, Mary Grew, and Sarah Pugh culrtedan I 1

. Figure 1: Jane Grey Swisshelm 1¢
reformed Pennsylvania property lais. 'u (MHS))/ w

Although Swisshelm explicitly campaigned for aliolitand women'’s rights, implicitly she took
a stand for expanding women'’s influence. In the-r800s, respectable middle-class women did not have
careers, and tried not to draw public attentfofo avoid embarrassment, her first published letiezre
anonymous; next, she signed as Jennie Deans. #) 484 courageously signed her name to a letter
lambasting a Methodist rule which “forbade coloneeimbers of the church to give testimony in church-
trials against white memberS:'Promptly charged with libel, Swisshelm faced irapriment; however,
her deft journalism won a faithful audience — asuesal clever lawyer¥.In 1848, Swisshelm daringly
started a newspapdmePittsburgh Saturday Visitdsic]. In an era of intense reform movemenfsiter
touted Swisshelm’s stands on many isst@y. 1850, its nationwide circulation topped 6,00@ ather
papers reprinted its articl&sDespite her gender and diminutive stature, Swigsbecame a giant in the

rough-and-tumble world of the partisan prdsgre 1).
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During the 1800s, as America’s literate middle-slgsew, so did the press. Activists published
partisan newspapers, asserting their stands byuslyi attacking adversaries, often with exaggenatio
fabrications, and name-calling. For this style tisan journalists suffered verbal, legal, and ptgisi
assaults® Swisshelm’s journalism epitomized the partisarsprevhich she described as “striking with
sarcasm, ridicule[,] solemn denunciations, oldnisutom Bible and history and the opinions of good
men. | had reckless abandon, for had | not throwsatf into the breach to die there, and would | swit
my life at its full value?" Fearlessly, she spat venom at Southerners, ciskingry as “baby-stealing”
and “woman-whipping* Like many partisan editors, Swisshelm offered tita®lutions to social
issues. In 1849, she advocated burning tavernsritat drunkenness: “This will be called incendiary
doctrine, but desperate diseases want de:spera&lilﬂﬁ18 Later, she would attack Minnesota’s
desperate Indian issues with her fiery pen.

Swisshelm’s fame also provided women pre-suffraigess to national politics. For women, she
pioneered political reporting as thiew York Tribun's Washington correspondent, and as the first woman

reporter in the Senate press galféipublished

— et — |

nationwide, politicians knew and feared her acerbic NOMINATIONS FOR THE TWEN. ;th
. . . . TIETH DISTRICT OF MINN. i
tirades. Fiercely independent, she squabbled wfitaro Mocoasin Party. &
L. . For Grand Mogul, Czar, Bashaw with st

reformers, never joining reform or political swo; tasks. vard b
20 i DICTATOR, -
organizationg’ In 1857, exhausted by social crusades, by divine right, st
Goneral .‘.-'-;,-‘h-uuus Lowry, F.F. T, 8t

turbulent pre-Civil War politics, and her crumbled Lord of Typetown; and commander-in- |12
- chief' of ull the wowan-whippers!iu |80

marriage, she retired to St. Cloud, Minnesotaue fiear S“’“"’“;ﬁi‘"""*"'m' f:l

Body Servants to his August Highness, |

Jawes (', Shepley, ke

her sister, anticipating a quiet frontier life.
Beujiwan 1. Pahoer, } Houszebreakers |

Tranquility was not what Swisshelm found in the . Colonel Caruthers. Te
Legiddative Flunkies, tk
: i -td Ludwiy Robers, di
new state; she found more thistles. Slavery-tdlegat JCC Bardick,” | Esquires
L. 8 Willie. ;
Democrats, including slaveholders who had migrated ———— [::
north, dominated central Minnesota’s politiés. Figure 2: A sample of Swisshelm’s rhetoric.

(St. Cloud Democrat, October 7, 1858)
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Swisshelm started tH&t. Cloud Visitefsic], and duped Sylvanus Lowry, a regional DemocHadiss, into
patronage with promised support for President BoahaHer endorsement, however, reeked sarcasm:
“. .. the Democratic party is likely to succeedaducing all the poor and friendless of this copi a
state of slavery® Enraged, Lowry and his cronies verbally attackeisShelm, dumped her press into
the Mississippi River, threatened her life, mobhedfirst public lecture, and bankrupted Wisiter with
a lawsuit. Swisshelm turned the assaults into s RBinendment controversy, and started another
newspaper, ironically naméthe St. Cloud Democraf She and Minnesota Republicans reveled in the
political fallout (Figure 2.Republicans dominated Minnesota’s 1859 electionefitng Abraham
Lincoln’s 1860 campaign. Minnesota Democrats bui@etsshelm in effigy as “Mother of the
Republican Party?®

Swisshelm, busy ousting slavery-tolerant Democtsgely noticed the escalating tempest
between settlers and Minnesota’s 31,700 Indiansthivds of whom were Dakofd.In the 1850s,

Minnesota’s settler population ballooned thirtyefol

Years (N whicH
PARCELS OF LAND WERE 6,077 to 172,028 As in the East, demand for land
N SOLD Plﬂnhgl:qﬂgﬁﬁm‘ﬁ |
NDI “ae

pushed Indians westward. The Dakota inhabited
America’s upper Midwest, unknown to Euro-
Americans until the 1650s. Two centuries later,
coerced into treaties which forfeited their vasids.

for paltry annuities, they occupied a ten-by-seyent
mile tract — too small to support their hunting-
agrarian lifestyleKigure 3. Resentment grew as
Government agents and Indian traders cheated them,
while diseases and starvation plagued crowded

reservation$®

Figure 3: The dwindling Dakota territory.
(Fearing 43)
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In July 1862, with the Civil War battering the Unjdhe annuities were delayed. Indian traders
refused to extend credit. In August, four hungnk@ta murdered a settler family. Facing retribution,
several radical Dakota chiefs wanted to strikd,flsat most refused. However, many Minnesota meh ha
left for the Civil War, sdhe radical Dakota attacked two vulnerable U.Sitanif garrisons. They brutally
raided frontier settlements, causing thousandie& ¥irtually depopulating 23 counties. Over 500
soldiers and settlers were killed before the Dakataendered in September. Many of the Conflict’s
instigators escaped, but all
remaining Dakota, even those whe
refused participation, became
prisoners. Hasty trials sentenced
303 to death. President Lincoln, el T i
alerted by Indian sympathizers to
the Conflict’'s underlying causes,
reduced the executions to 38 who

admitted to raping or killing

noncombatantsHjgure 4. In : —— - =
ZAZSUTION U $HD TALEAI80T S10UX 10l
AT MANCAT O M NNES OT A DECENEER. 26 1562

1863, the Dakota were banished

Figure 4. December 26, 1862: The 38 condemned Rakete

simultaneously hanged in America’s largest massugian.
(Library of Congress, 1883)

westward in yet another rendition
of the Trail of Tear$?

Throughout the U.S.-Dakota Conflict, newspaperonatide sensationalized the atrocities,
inflaming anti-Indian sentimenkE{gure 5. Many called for vengeance: “Let the Indians vilawe
murdered our brothers and dishonored our sister$>t4Governor Alexander Ramsey declared: “The
Sioux Indians of Minnesota must be exterminatedriven forever beyond the borders of our state. . .
They have themselves made their annihilation aremative social necessity:"Swisshelm, champion of
slaves and women, added her voice, not to defenddtvntrodden Dakota, but to join in condemning

them.
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Swisshelm’s stand was influenced by the

contrast between her ideal Indian and the brutal | M£ﬁnl£i’mttr

warrior. “Before going to Minnesota, | had the === = =t

(’ITY W]:‘Wﬁ.

common Cooper idea of the dignity and glory of the
We print an addnu:.\nnl nini '-ber of this
noble red man of the forest; . . . | had pictutesimost morning's issne containing the¢ latest In-
'ﬂil-ll and telegraph news. Pri¢e fve cents
amicable relations with those unsophisticated child in et 0 O
Arrexmiox s called to the iuttiun anle
of nature.®? Even after moving to Minnesota, she of Fairchild & Pease, in thiq morning’s
paper. __|
believed Indians posed no threat: a frontier woman ! Frest Armivai.—A Sluux scalp captured
32 by Lieat. Chas. Btees of the Bhth Regi-
could shoo them with a broofAs a journalist, she *  ment, at the battle of Wood Lah! WAS on
exhibition vesterdsy at the Furmturr.-‘ Stare
painted Minnesota as beautiful and safe, luring - of John Stees, on Third street.  Another
lor is expected in & few days. |

settlers®® The atrocities changed her image of Indian
Figure 5: Anti-Indian sentiment was common.
as cowering children into one of attacking animats. (Sept. 27,1862)
her, it was Indian terrorism, not desperation. Shétm rallied settlers to assert their dominantet the
men return, . . . and hunt Sioux. Do not wait tdhbated. Exterminate the wild beasts. Never lbeisaid
that whole settlements were given up, by Anglo-$axo a few thousand, lousy, lazy savages.”
Swisshelm’s stand also reflected her era’s culjuignorant Indian stereotype. She personally
knew no Indiang® Like most Americans, however, she believed Eurceicans were “stronger and
wiser.” She derided their “savage” culture: “Indigmldren running barefoot and almost naked over th
snow, while they sleep under the shelter of &litlamble, some withered leaves and a few dees.&in
The Dakota, however, were intelligent nature experth a sophisticated language and society. Women
and children performed agrarian and domestic wertha men stood ready to hunt and to fijh/hen
their territory shrank, they could not suddenlycdisl generations of skills to embrace settlers’sv&y
1862, annuity policies favored assimilation, so edrad adopted Euro-American-style agriculturel, stil
many Dakota men considered it disgraceful to bledafarmer.”® Swisshelm believed farming

exemplified good work and that “[Minnesota’s] wéuails in her soil; and that those who are not diyemt

indirectly engaged in digging it out are little teetthan loafers® Each Indian, she felt, deserved a
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homestead, but they have “a most royal contempplfaws, hoes, and other degrading implemefits.”
Swisshelm, quoting the Bible, justified her statitihe will not so cultivate it as to make a livirggf it,
let him starve; for ‘he that will not work neithghall he eat.*

This anti-Indian stand seems at odds with Swisskedrasades for slaves and women. However,
the same principles guided her: a strong work ethttrejection of tyranny. She deemed the Dakota
“lazy, impudent beggars,” with too many rights —eyhwere tyrants. “The land never belonged to them.
Earth was made for the use of the inhabitants,’sSweélm argued, “Why has an Indian a right to hes de
park while millions of white men are unable to gqiotato patch [?{* She equated Indian annuities with
patronage and felt the Dakota prospered off otl@losr, just like her hated creature, the slavedrold
“The Indian and the Slaveholder have been theoariats of American society. . . . Both races mast b
exterminated or learn the art of working for ariyi”** Like slaves and women, settlers’ rights were
violated; in Swisshelm’s view, opposing the Dakets a stand against tyranny.

Public sentiment affected the ferocity of Swisshglstand. During the Conflict, public sympathy
favored the settlers, so Swisshelm, confidentttiaguilty would be punished, generally lobbied to
execute “organized bands of murderers” — not akdda’> Most Americans soon realized that Federal
policies had bred Dakota desperation, so sympatipijesd toward the Dakota; nevertheless, public
attention returned to the Civil WarSwisshelm tried to jolt sentiments back to thélesest She felt they
deserved retribution and military protection fromnther attacks despite the Civil War. With partigaess
sensationalism, she demanded genocide: “Minnesataggering under a debt of vengeance that will be
cancelled in the extermination of the Siod%President Lincoln’s interference in Dakota punishin
incensed Swisshelm. In January 1863, she left fashiigton to confront him, lecturing along the way,
“to create a more correct public sentiment on adidn policy.*® She regaled Easterners with her
sharpest rhetoric; if the government did not baMétnesota’s Dakota, settlers would resort to
vigilantism: “We cannot breathe the same air withse demon violators of women, crucifiers of ingant
Every Minnesota man, who has a soul and can géé&awill go to shooting Indians; and he who

hesitates will be black-balled by every Minnesotanan and posted as a coward in every Minnesota
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home.”® Absorbed in the recent Emancipation Proclamafiemericans mostly ignored Swisshelm.
When she finally met Lincoln “his sad earnest fa@es irresistible in its plea for confidence” so slewer
discussed the Dakota with hith.

The Civil War absorbed Swisshelm as well. In Mag3,8he quit her nine-month stint of anti-
Indian activism and spent the rest of the War mgrspldiers, using her journalistic talents toielic
donations and improve conditiotsMeanwhile, the Dakota were cruelly evicted frormiisota.
Swisshelm never resided there again; instead shineel to Pennsylvania. Until her death in 1884, sh
continued to wield her fiery pen, helping and sames infuriating other reformer.

Despite Swisshelm’s impact on other issues, Amirigastern expansionism controlled Indian
policy; Swisshelm just followed along. Her anti-iad stand, however, illustrates how an era’s ppies
impact historical memory. Prior to the Civil Rightbvement, Swisshelm biographers generally ignored
this stand. They deemed her racism unremarkabhsugh her autobiographilalf a Century contains
three chapters about it. Since 1950, nearly evesigshelm biography mentions it (s@ppendix B. The
St. Cloud memorial was an exception. Contrary t@ays trend of confronting social injustice in loist,
the marker seemed to condone Swisshelm’s anti+instand through omission.

Controversy forces a closer look at Swisshelngs Eler principles motivated her call for
genocide; however, in context, she was not atypidaloughout history, respected people violated
modern human rights through practices deemed aadgegh their age; for example, George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson owned slaves. Even those arttdlaute to society may have poisonous thistles.
But these must also be measured against the frihew contributions to the future. Should Swidstie
anti-Indian stand, which now threatens to burydatributions to abolition, women'’s rights, jourisah,
and frontier politics, exile her from historical mery? No, we should not tear down monuments toethos
who did right because they also did wrong. The amss carved on these monuments, however, should
embrace controversy, for that brings attentiorh®issues. Remember people for all that they Hel: t

good, for inspiration; and the bad, so that thdakiss of the past are not repeated — and not fergot
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Appendix A:

Text of Marker for Jane Grey Swisshelm

In 1969, this marker was placed on the St. CloadeStniversity campus in St. Cloud, Minnesota. The
text was written by Virginia Brainard Kunz, a Mirswa historian. In 2005, the marker was removed at
students’ request because of Swisshelm’s hostiditsard Indians. The St. Cloud State University Rubl
History Task Force has decided to put up a rewisaiker, but the wording is still being discussed.

Text of removed marker:

Jane Grey Swisshelm, reformer, abolitionist, festinivas during her lifetime one
of the best known women in America. Her careerheddts peak between 1857
and 1863 when she lived in St. Cloud. Famous inBast as a newspaper editor,
Mrs. Swisshelm became editor of the St. Cloud &fsitler office — also her home
— stood “opposite the steamboat landing,” downtitlefrom this marker at the
foot of what is now Tenth Street.

Forthright in her views, she often was sarcast&@ustic in her writing — but
never dull. Champion of women'’s rights and abatitad slavery, she aroused the
enmity of Sylvanus B. Lowry, a powerful man in gahtMinnesota. One night,
Lowry and two other men broke into the Visiter'sic#, destroyed the press and
threw the type into the river. Sued for libel, M8visshelm agreed never again to
mention the feud in the Visiter. Undaunted, shetiooed to publish the paper,
simply changing its name to the St. Cloud Democrat.

This remarkable combative woman has been descaibéaving “liquid blue
eyes,” brown hair, a “slight figure, of less thaedium height, with pleasant face,
eyes beaming with kindliness, soft voice and wigmmanners,” and a smile “truly
enchanting.”

In 1863, she sold the paper to her nephe
William B. Mitchell, and left for
Washington, D.C. She never returned.
After the war, in poor health, she retired t
a small estate near Pittsburgh which had &
belonged to her husband. There she live:
quietly until her death in 1884.

(Text source: “The Historical Fortunes of Jane Grey

Swisshelm” by Kate Gill) Swisshelm marker at SCSU before removal.

(Sander}
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Appendix B:

Analysis of Jane Grey Swisshelm studies and hadsigainst the Dakota Indians

These studies were written after Swisshelm pubtigter autobiographialf a Century which contains
3 chapters devoted to her anti-Indian stand. Thteytltis book as a source.

Before 1950
Study or biography, in chronological order Date Sand Mentioned?
“Death of Jane Grey Swisshelm” (obituary) 1884 No
St. Cloud Journal-Press
“A Staunch Foe of Slavery” (obituary) 1884 No
New York Times
“Vanquished at Last” (obituary) 1884 No
St. Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer Press
Eccentric Americans: IX. A Pioneer Eccentric Woman 1884 No
by Coleman E. Bishop
Stearns County History, Vol. 1: Jane Grey Swissl{pjm61—6) 1915 No
by William B. Mitchell
“Jane Grey Swisshelm: Agitator” 1920 No
by Lester Burrell Shippee
“Minnesota Journalism 1849-1858" 1930 No
by Richard B. Eide
“Jane Grey Swisshelm — A Pioneer Journalist” 1934 No
by D.S. Brainard
Intro.: Crusader & Feminist: Letters of Jane GreyiSshelm 1858-1868234 Yes
by Arthur J. Larsen
“Jane Swisshelm’s Life Story Bares Debt of U.S. \&oin 1935 No
by Bess M. Wilson
Ladies of the Pres€h. XXV: Invading the Press Gallery 1936 No
by Ishbel Ross
“Annals of Old Wilkinsburg and Vicinity: The Villagy1788-1888" 1940 No

edited by Elizabeth M. Davison and Ellen B. McKee

Female Persuasion: Six Strong-Minded Women 1949 Yes
Ch. lll: Jane Grey Swisshelm: Beware Sister Jane
by Margaret Farrand Thorp

(continued on next page)
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Sudy or biography, in chronological order

The Bold WomeThe Lady and the Magnificent Beast (pp. 53-90)

by Helen Beal Woodward

Rice 11

Date Sand Mentioned?

5319

Jane Grey Swisshelm marker at St. Cloud State (heimoved 2005) 1969

by Virginia Brainard Kunz

“Jane Grey Swisshelm: f€entury Journalist and Feminist”
by Kathleen Endres

Great Women of the Pre<Shapter. 7
by Madelon Golden Schlipp and Sharon M. Murphy

Brilliant Bylines Chapter 2: Jane Grey Swisshelm
by Barbara Belford

Shadows Illuminated: Women in a Rural Culture
Chapter 5: Jane Grey Swisshelm
by Teresa Jaakkola

“Gender and Vigilantism on the Minnesota Frontier:
Jane Grey Swisshelm and the U.S.-Dakota ConflidiBéR”
by Sylvia D. Hoffert

Women of Minnesot&hapter. 3: Jane Grey Swisshelm
by Abigail McCarthy

The Popular Press, 1833-186ap. 45—-47)
by William E. Huntzicker

“A Woman of Contradiction”
by Tim Post

“Mother of the Republican Party: Jane Swisshelm and
Minnesota Politics 1857-1863"
by Bethany Andreasen

Jane Grey Swisshelm: An Unconventional Life, 188841
by Sylvia D. Hoffert

History Topics: Jane Grey Swisshelm
Minnesota Historical Society website
http://www.mnhs.org/library/tips/history_topics/12@sshelm.htm
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Notes

Terms Used:

* American Indiars often shortened tmdian in this paper.

* The American Indian Nation that Swisshelm and offettlers calle®iouxare actually called the
Dakota meaning “allies.” Sioux is a shortened versiothef name their enemies gave them,
Nadouessioux. It means “snakelike enemy.” Dakofaeserred, but Sioux may appear in quotations.

* The tribe whose name is now spell@fibwa was previously spelle@hippewa

* The name of the violence in 1862 between the Dakdtd military and Minnesota settlers is still
debated, however, this paper ukeS.-Dakota Conflict of 186@r simplyConflict

» People moving into Minnesota that displaced théaimslare calledettlersor Euro-Americansn this
paper, in Swisshelm’s time they were called oftelted whites

Abbreviations used:

HAC:. Half a Centuryby Jane Grey Swisshelm

MHS: Minnesota Historical Society Collections, St. Paul

SCD  St. Cloud Democratewspaper

SCSU: St. Cloud State University

SPP  St. Paul Pioneenewspaper

SPPD St. Paul Pioneer & Democratewspaper

UL:  Jane Grey Swisshelm: An Unconventional bijeSylvia D. Hoffert (Secondary source)

Ynformation on the Swisshelm marker controversg; &athy Kropp, “Marker causes controversy,”
University Chronicle25 October 2004, from SCSU website, availablenfidtp://www.universitychronicle.com,
accessed 21 February 2006; Tim Post, “A Woman afti@diction,” Minnesota Public Radio website, azhle
from http://news.minnesota.publicradio.org/feati266209/23 steilm_1862-m/swisshelm.shtml, accet&ed
February 2006; Interviews about controversy, séedRoberts, “Swisshelm Package,” KVSC Radio stefiGSU,
aired 30 October 2004 about 8:00am, radio featength: 3:01.1, from e-mail attachment sent to aubly KVSC,
5 May 2006; Nikki Turner, American Indian studehS&SU, telephone interview by author, 1 March 2006f.
Christopher Lehman of SCSU Ethnic Studies Deptad-interview by author, 2 March 2006; Prof. K&#dl of
SCSU Philosophy Dept., e-mail interview by autt2® February 2006.

2Jane Grey Swisshelrhialf a Century(Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co., 1880), 37.

3Background on Swisshelm’s birth and parents, e, 10—12; Analysis of Swisshelm’s guiding
principles, seeHHAC 34-38; Sylvia D. HoffertJane Grey Swisshelm: An Unconventional Life, 38884(Chapel
Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 2004), 10—Zigtionary of Christianity in Americaed. Daniel G. Reid
(Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1990)ys'Calvinism” and “Covenant Theology.”

*HAC, 18-34; UL, 15-18.

*Marriage troubles, seetAC, 38-50; Doctrine quote, sedAC, 34; Kentucky slavery, seBtAC, 51-60.

°*HAC, 53.

"HAC, 63-71, 74-76.
8HAC, 72.
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°*HAC, 101-5;UL, 64—69.

UL, 83-84.

“jennie Deans pseudonym, sEAC, 74—75; Methodist rule quote, sé#AC, 82.
HAC, 82-89.

13swisshelm starts paper, séBAC, 105-15; UL, 105; Swisshelm as part of mid-18@Ferm movement,
see:UL, 134-41; Examples of social issues address¥siter, see: HAC, 115-58; Jane Grey Swisshdletters to
Country Girls(NY: John C. Riker, 1953), all.

¥“HAC, 123, 162.

*General trends of 1800s press, see: Michael EnretyEdwin EmeryThe Press and America: An
Interpretive History of the Mass Medli@" ed. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 19925:-99; History and
character of partisan press, see: William E. Hek&ai, The Popular Press, 1833—-1868/estport, CT: Greenwood
Press, 1999), 38, 44-45; Prof. William E. HuntzicetESCSU, telephone interview by author, 1 Mar6b&,
William B. Mitchell, “When I look back,” TMs, [1924 William B. Mitchell Family Papers, MHS, 2.

*HAC, 93-4.
Jane Grey Swisshelm, “Lecture§TD, 3 February 1859, 2.

8jane Grey Swisshelm, “Horsewhip®jttsburgh Saturday Visite28 April 1849, 58; quoted idL, 136;
Huntzicker,Popular Press169.

Madelon Golden Schlipp and Sharon M. MurpByeat Women of the Pre@Sarbondale, IL: Southern IL
Univ. Press, 1983), 78; Barbara BelfpBtilliant Bylines: A Biographical Anthology of kable Newspaperwomen
in America(NY: Columbia Univ. Press, 1986), 20, 26—-27; Janey Swisshelm, “Mrs. Swisshelm’s Letters . . . No.
IV, The Senate Gallery—Women’s Behavior—Col. Bertavir. Clay—The Collision in the Senate and some
thoughts thereonNew-York Daily Tribung22 April 1850; quoted in BelfordBrilliant Bylines 31-33.

20yL, 134-135, 140-48.
2IHAC, 155-70.

#Democratic dominance, see: William Watts FolwalHistory of MinnesotaVolume 2 (St. Paul: MHS,
1924; reprint, 1978), 3An lllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Masota(Chicago: A.T. Andreas, 1874),
219; Lowry and slaveholders in Minnesota, $¢&C, 169-77; William D. Green, “Eliza Winston and tRelitics of
Freedom in Minnesota, 1854—6Mlinnesota HistoryFall 2000): 107-20.

%Jane Grey Swisshelm, “A Change and the Reas@usCloud Visiter18 February 1858, 1; HAC, 178—
81.

#Description of Lowry incident, seetAC, 181-95; Anonymous letter signed Vigilance, Ms\2drch
1857, William B. Mitchell Family Papers, MHS. Larséntro. toCrusader and Feminidty Swisshelm, 12-18;
“Border Ruffianism in Minnesota!!'SPPDQ 30 March 1858, 1; HuntzickdPopular Press46—47; First Amendment
controversy, see: “Kind and GenerouSCD, 16 September 1858, 2, reprint frdme National Anti-Slavery
Standard(NY), 24 August 1858; Richard B. Eide, “Minnesdturnalism 1849-1858" (M.A. thesis, State Univ. of
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Alexander Ramsey, “Message of Gov. Ramsey to tlggslagure of Minnesota delivered at extra sesssaptember
9, 1862,” MHS, 1-13; Punishment of the Dakota, s¢exander Ramsey, “Annual Message of Gov. Ramsey,
1863,” MHS, 9-10; “The Condemned IndidhSPP, 14 December 1862, 1; Carldhe Sioux Uprising70-75;
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Riley, Women and Indians on the Fronti@&lbuquerque: Univ. of New Mexico Press, 1984)-84.

Copyright © 2006 Ellen Rice. http://section216.com/history



Rice 15

#¥Dakota gender roles, see: Wilson, Angela Caveriddbay in the Life of Maza Okiye Win,Minnesota
History (Winter 1998-1999): 200-01; Charles Alexander fast (Ohiyesa)indian BoyhoodGlorieta, NM: Rio
Grande Press, Inc., 1901; reprint, 1976), 23, 49B@Bota religion, see: Charles Alexander Eastn@hiyesa),
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“0Jane Grey Swisshelm, “Editorial Corresponden&&D, 19 April 1860, 2.
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*2Jane Grey Swisshelm, “Driving off the Indian§CD, 15 December 1859, 2.
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Bibliography Tableof Contents.  Primary Sources by JS page 16
Other Primary Sources page 19
Secondary Sources page 24
Special note:

Jane Swisshelm burned all of her journals and imegmorrespondence because, by Pennsylvania law,
her husband had the right to read them, so sherpedfto destroy them. Therefore, Swisshelm’s
biographyHalf a Centuryand her published articles are extremely import@nisshelm’s personality
shows in not only her articles’ words, but alsarirthe layouts she chose. To most researcherdgartic
from her small frontier press are difficult to assgas are ones from other Minnesota papers iethis
Each newspaper article, therefore, is listed inbib8ography and briefly annotated to aid further
research.

Abbreviations used:

HAC: Half a Centuryby Jane Grey Swisshelm

JS: Jane Grey Swisshelm

MHS: Minnesota Historical Society Collections, St. Paul
SCD St. Cloud Democratewspaper (MHS)

SCSU: St. Cloud State University

SPP St. Paul Pioneenewspaper (MHS)

SPPD St. Paul Pioneer & Democratewspaper (MHS)

Primary Sour ces:
Jane Grey Swisshelm authored:

Swisshelm, Jane Grey. “Abercrombie Safe! IndianaegboSCD, 26 September 1862, 2. Also on same
page: “Gen. Pope.”
The first article’s headlines are quite big foistbra. “Gen. Pope” describes the troops and chain
of forts Pope envisions to protect settlers. Hes $aywill “smoke out” the beasts of prey (escaped
Dakota), and allot each their 6 foot homesteadh Baticles are useful because they show the
importance to JS that settlers regain power oveDidkota. It also is an excellent example of JS’s
partisan press style: sensational, stretchingabis flibelous name-calling, and violent.

. “A Change and the Reasoist."Cloud Visiter18 February 1858, 1.
This is the endorsement JS promised Lowry if heldvpatronize her newspaper. Instead of
praising President Buchanan, she sarcasticallysasdoim of expanding slavery. This is
important to show that JS knew how to play politg@mes to spread her anti-slavery message.

Crusader and Feminist: Letters of Jane Grey Sveksh1858-1865Edited and with a
forward by Arthur J. Larsen. St. Paul: MHS, 1934.
This is collection oSCDpublished letters by JS. They record her opingamd activities during
her MN and Civil War years. Some are quoted in plaiger. Larsen, the editor, wrote a
biographical introduction (pp. 1-32); this is a@etary source, and provides a summary of JS’s
life which most subsequent biographers have usedlistusses JS’s anti-Indian stand, the
earliest one to do so; this appears in the surfdp diographies idppendix B
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. “Driving off the IndiansSCD, 15 December 1859, 2.
Swisshelm expresses her disapproval for the Indianause they receive annuity payments from
the government instead of earning it by farminge §hotes the Bible about how those who do
not work should starve, and this is used in thizepa

. “Editorial Correspondenc&CD, 22 March 1860, 2. (dated 10 March 1860)
This is one of the rare times JS writes about mgetn Indian. It is a girl who has been
assimilated into a white family. This shows JS’Hual ignorance. She attributes the girl's
beauty and intelligence to proper training.

. “Editorial Correspondenc&CD, 19 April 1860, 2. (dated 6 April 1860)
JS praises the good land in MN, and says that‘¢wdyers” don’t farm it. This is used to show
how she promoted Minnesota to prospective setidersyell as her high regard for the settlers’
agrarian lifestyle, and likewise, her disapprowalthe Dakota hunters.

. “Editorial Correspondenc&CD, 12 February 1863, 2. (dated 29 January 1863)
This is the first letter written by JS in trangitWashington D.C. It is important because she says
her mission is “correcting public sentiment on bfiéian policy,” and this is quoted in this paper.
Most JS biographies before 1950 mistakenly listGhél War as the reason for her trip.

. “Editorial Correspondenc&CD 5 March 1863, 1-2. (dated 23 February 1863)
This letter is the text of JS’s lecture on MN's il situation. This is quoted to demonstrate JS’s
harsh advocacy of vigilantism if the governmentsioet remove the Indians from MN.

. “The Election3CD, 16 October 1862, 2.
JS worries that the Dakota Conflict has distrageaple from the upcoming elections, and now
that it is over (and she assumes all the Dakoticbeipunished), it is time to get back to more
important things — the ballot box. This shows th@thas little interest in the Indians past the
initial excitement of battle; her true interesGivil War politics. This is important because it
shows that JS’s anti-Indian stand was reactiorgany,not a major objective like abolition.

Half a Century Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co., 1880.
This is JS’s autobiography, and is the most impraad useful primary resource on JS. She
explains her stands, and has the last say on #ikafi. She recollects the events that shaped her
life, which is useful for a sense of her persogaburvivalist, clever, dedicated, but also self-
righteous, egotistical, and power-hungry. Besidaspublished articles and outgoing
correspondence, this is her only personal recaelgpecial noteabove); her recent major
biographer, Sylvia Hoffert, deems JS selectiveenrhemory, but fairly accurate.

. “HorsewhipsPittsburgh Saturday Visite28 April 1849, 58. Quoted in Sylvia D. Hoffert,
Jane Grey Swisshelm: An Unconventional Life, 188841169. Chapel Hill: Univ. of NC, 2004.
This article advocates burning taverns to fightnetlenness. It is used as an example of JS’s
partisan press sensational way of dealing withatagsues.

. “Indian AmusementsSCTD 18 September 1862: 2.
JS recounts the gruesome violence in the Condlictssing how brutal the Dakota are with their
victims. She tells stories in gory detail, probalyping to stir up feelings of resentment against
the Dakota and pity for the settlers.
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. “Indian MassacreSCD 10 November 1859, 2.
JS assures settlers that Indians do not dare Iem She tells the story of a woman who drove
Indians away from her home by waving a broom amthEhis story is used to show her
ignorance of Indian culture (This predates the {D&kota Conflict; the title refers to a Dakota-
Ojibwa clash.).

. “The Indian WrongsSCD, 18 September 1862, 2.
Written during the Dakota Conflict, JS tells whyestquates the Dakota with slaveholders, and
therefore, is anti-Indian. A quote from this asic$ used to show that this stand was based on the
same principles as her other stands. Also, JS atk®punishing only the raid’s participants, not
all Dakota. This is used to show how JS’s rhetohianges with public sentiment. Later, as
sympathy for the Dakota grows, her calls for gededntensify.

. “Indians.SCD, 9 December 1858, 2.
This article contains JS’s views on the Indianstkvethic. She thinks that they are lazy because
they do not farm, instead preferring to hunt inlees’ territory. Quotes from this article are used
in this paper to demonstrate her ignorance of théture.

. “The Indians3CD, 24 November 1859, 2.
The Dakota are hunting near St. Cloud, and JS whatgovernment to send them back to their
reservation because they have killed livestockstaltn crops. Before the Dakota Conflict this is
the extent of her interest in Indians: keeping tlzewmay from the settlers.

. “Lectures.SCD 3 February 1859, 2.
JS is on a lecture tour to Sauk Rapids, MN, spgatimwomen in politics and slavery abolition.
This is used to demonstrate her typical caustitorfee

. “Letter from Mrs. Jane G. Swisshel®CD, 3 November 1864, 2. (dated 22 October 1864)
JS writes from Washington that the government shtrekt the Indians like settlers: give them a
homestead and all the same legal protections amighpuents instead of gathering them on
reservations. This highlights JS’s cultural igna@about the Dakota lifestyle and the challenges
of adapting to another culture.

Letters to Country GirlsNY: John C. Riker, 1853.
This are letters published in JPgtsburgh Saturday VisiteThey address domestic tasks but
also JS gives advice on how to get men to do whxatyant, which she also used in politics. This
was useful to this project as an example of a nefissue, women'’s rights, that J¥isiter
addressed indirectly through young women.

. “Mrs. Swisshelm’s Letters . . . No. IielSenate Gallery—Women’s Behavior—Col.
Benton—Mr. Clay—The Collision in the Senate and sdhoughts thereonNew-York Daily
Tribung 22 April 1850. Quoted in Barbara Belfoikilliant Bylines: A Biographical Anthology
of Notable Newspaperwomen in Amerils¥: Columbia Univ. Press, 1986, 31-33.

This is JS’s first impression of the Senate Preate@. It is important because she was the first
woman reporter allowed there.

. “The News.3CD 4 September 1862, 1.
JS tries to reassure the settlers and convince theome back to St. Cloud after the Dakota
Conflict. In a quote used to show her anti-Indiastimations, she also encourages them to stand
up to the Indians, because “Anglo Saxons” are tifuager race and can defeat the Dakota.
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. “Nominations for the Twentieth Distri¢t\dinn.” SCD, 7 October 1858, 2.
This is a typical example of JS’s partisan pregle ©if journalism: sensational, sarcastic, name-
calling. It shows the harshness of the era ané &8py of it appears dsigure 2

. “Obituary.’SCD,5 August 1858, 1.
This is the firstSCDedition, and JS describes how Lowry and his gaed to stop her from
publishing. This illustrates JS’s character — sheléver, tenacious, and hates to lose any battle.

. “Peace With the SiousCD, 14 November 1862, 2.
This contains the shocking opening quote of thigepdt is intended to grab attention, just as JS
expected it would. JS foresees Washington’s inteniee in Dakota punishment, and she is upset
because she thinks the Indian traders will pr8fite is very angry because she thinks some will
not be punished, and encourages vigilantism ifjhheernment will not contain them.

. Personal Letters. JS to Nettie Swissfleémdaughter). LS. 7 August 1882. Also: JS to Mrs.
Henry Z. Mitchell (her sister). LS. 27 June 1882llim B. Mitchell Family Papers. A.M682.
Box 2, folder: Correspondence. MHS.

These two letters illustrate character traits thatle JS a formidable foe: her self-righteousness
and her drive to succeed. Her daughter and her sisint her to visit them, but she declines
because she had work that only she could do (gimgetaxes in this case), and God was
depending on her. She also indirectly blames bbthem for wasting her time with socializing.

. “Scalps.3CD, 11 September 1862, 2.
Published during the Conflict, when hundreds ofgbeavere being killed, and thousands were
fleeing the prairies, JS calls it “folly” to fighike Europeans — “$10 for every Sioux scalp”
would be the “cheapest and quickest manner” torexi@te them. It is interesting because it is
perhaps her harshest call for genocide, refled¢targdesire to win the Conflict.

. “Wake SamsorChicago Daily Tribune7 September 1884, 11.
Denoted as the last article JS wrote before hehdia theme is that Republicans may be
botching reconstruction of the South, yet theystitepreferable to the Southern Democrats who
make a “mockery” of the black man’s voting rightis is useful to show that JS remained
involved in politics and active in her primary causlaves’ (then freed blacks’) rights.

Other Primary Sour ces:

Anderson, Gary Clayton and Alan R. Woolworth, edtsough Dakota Eyes: Narrative Accounts of the
Minnesota Indian War of 18635t. Paul: MHS, 1988.
These are narrative accounts given by Dakota pedpbetook part in or withessed the 1862
Conflict. It is the most important source for tpi®ject for understanding the Dakota culture at
the time of the Conflict, and how it clashed witle tEuro-American culture. Specifically used is
Chief Big Eagle’s discussion of how “farmer” waderogatory label, and how they really did not
want to adopt the settlers’ ways; they liked thbiegter. Also the editor’s intro is used as a
secondary source.

Anonymous letter signed Vigilance. Ms. 24 March 1.8&/lliam B. Mitchell Family Papers, A.M682,
Box 1, folder: Correspondence 1852-1857. MHS.
This is the actual letter left nailed to the wallllowry’s gang when they destroyed JS’s printing
press. It threatens and insults JS, telling hargha must stop publishing thesiter or she will be
physically harmed. The fact that she did not bamkrdafter this shows how tough she was.
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Atwood, E. “Indian War."SCD, 16 October 1862, 2.
A settler from Maine Prairie, MN asked JS to wthies article so it is impossible to know if it
reflects his opinions or JS’s. It implies that tloay live in peace with the Ojibwa, but they are
easily mistaken for Dakota and liable to be shogbee a “Sioux has as much right to life as a
hyena, and he who would spare them is an enemig tate.” This is JS’s sentiment, and it
seems to be shared by settlers, which is one pbthis project’s thesis.

Anthony, Susan B. Personal letter to JS. TLS. 2d@n1883. Also: Personal letter to JS. TLS. [5
February 1883]. William B. Mitchell Family PapefsM682. Box 2, folder: Correspondence
1883-1889. MHS.

These two letters demonstrate JS’s later life msmlent in women'’s rights, and how she could be
contrary to reformers. Anthony urges JS to serettarlto the 18 Convention of the National
Women'’s Suffrage Association, and to use her “siparg to go after Senators who are thwarting
suffrage. Even though JS’s reply is not here, Anyfsecond letter disputes JS’s contention that
women are not ready for full equality.

Bishop, Coleman E. “Eccentric Americans: IX—A Pien&ccentric Woman.ChaotauquanJuly 1884,
584-87.
This is a very detailed biography and commentary®n life, right after her death. Her stands on
women’s rights and abolition are discussed, ahargolitical encounters, but her anti-Indian
stand is not mentioned. This is used in the suofe)s biographies iAppendix B

“Border Ruffianism in Minnesota!!'SPPD 30 March 1858, 1.
Published shortly after JS’s press was demolislyddlary’s gang, it attempts to address both
sides of the story. Political and personal reaswagjiven for the incident, but more importantly,
this shows that JS is able to get widespread ptibfar her views.

“City News: First Arrival.”"SPP, 27 September 1862, 4.
This short article announces a public display inPaul of a Dakota scalp taken in the Conflict. It
is important because it seeks to inflame anti-Indiantiment, showing that others besides JS
published inflammatory articles. A copy of thisielg appears asSigure 5

“The Condemned IndiansSPR, 14 December 1862, 1.
An Associated Press dispatch on Decemb8rathounces President Lincoln has determined 39
Dakota will be executed, instead of 300, for thele in the Conflict. This issue’s layout is also
interesting because it appears next to a londeartc“Our Indian Troubles” by Antoine Frenier,
a multi-racial (“half-breed” in JS’s era) Dakotddrpreter — that vehemently disagrees with
Lincoln’s decision. He thinks, like JS, that theg all guilty.

“Death of Jane Grey Swissheln®t. Cloud Journal-Pres£4 July 1884, 1.
This obituary appears in the newspaper that JSdiedirher nephew is still the editor. A detailed
biography is given, mentioning her stands on aiboliand women'’s rights, but not her anti-
Indian stand. This is useful for the survey of Ijtaphies iMAppendix B

Eastman, Charles Alexander (Ohiyesgadlian BoyhoodGlorieta, NM: Rio Grande Press, Inc., 1901.
Reprint, 1976.
Ohiyesa (otherwise known as Eastman) was born58 i8southwestern MN in the small tract
of land left to the Dakota. He and his grandparestaped to Canada during the Conflict, and he
lived with them until his assimilated father foulmidh at age 15; then, Ohiyesa was assimilated.
This book provides first-hand cultural information the Dakota; the roles of Dakota men and
women is used to highlight JS’s cultural ignorance.
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The Soul of an IndiarBoston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911.
Ohiyesa discusses the Dakota’s moral and religieliefs, providing cultural background.
Dispelling the Euro-American (including JS’s) natithat they lack moral values, the Dakota
shunned material wealth prior to E-A influence, atrdve for spiritual wealth through nature.

“The Editor is in Chicago.SCD, 29 January 1863, 1.
Also on same page: “Lo, the Poor Indian.” Repniotrf: Chicago Morning Post
And “The Lecture by Mrs. J. G. Swisshelm.” Repfiaim: Chicago Tribune
These describe the first lecture of JS’s anti-Indidssion to the east. She was “heartily received”
for saying the Indian is a wild beast and thatgbeernment has treated them too “tenderly.” JS
says the government must remove the Dakota fronolMallow settlers to hunt them. Strangely,
in spite of her harsh rhetoric, the reviewers sayMoice is weak, and soft, and her delivery is
quaint and charming — the audience applauds het gall for genocide, which implies that the
anti-Indian sentiment was generally accepted, wii@hmajor point of this paper.

“The Execution of the Thirty-Eight Sioux IndiansMankato, Minnesota, December 26, 1862.” Digital
image. Original 1883. Digital ID: cph 3a04167. Aahie from Library of Congress website.
Accessed: 5 May 2006.

The drawing illustrates the spectacle of all 38 @alkbeing executed at once, and is used as
Figure 4 This shows that the anti-Indian sentiment wasrgegal one, not just JS’s.

Gilbert, Olive.Narrative of Sojourner TruttBoston: privately published by the author, 1875.
On p. 177, noted reformer Truth states that shedt@ weeks with JS prior to November 1864.
This illustrates JS’s prominence in reforming woraeights, even late in life.

Gill, Kate, Professor of SCSU Philosophy Dept. Bhimterview by author, 28 February 2006.
Prof. Gill helped organize the committee that dedid/hat to do with the original JS marker. She
provided many items useful to this paper’s develepthand thesis: a summary of the
controversy’s history, contact information for tedavolved in controversy, and a copy of the

marker’s text (sedppendix A She also sent a draft of her paper about Swisshactivities in
Minnesota (se&ill in Secondary sources).

“The Indian War."SPPby correspondent MY Herald, 5 October 1862, 2.
The article discusses the Ojibwa coming to St. Raureaty negotiations and offering their help
against their enemies, the Dakota. The author (kdfpdisplays his cultural ignorance, and
insults their language, dress, customs, and ig&itte. This is useful in this paper because it
illustrates the typical attitude in JS’s era.

“The Indian War in Minnesota3PR, 16 December 1862, 4. Reprint froRhiladelphia Press
Detailing the atrocities of the Dakota ConflictistiEastern journalist agrees that the Minnesotans
should hang all 300 Dakota who were initially carted. This is used to demonstrate that JS’s
anti-Indian sentiment was shared nationally.

“Jane Grey Swisshelm.” Black and white photograpltbgene S. Hill. 1852. Location: por 11054 r2,
MHS.

This is used abigure 1, and illustrates JS during her partisan presssyear

“Kind and Generous.SCD 16 September 1858, 2. Reprint frdime National Anti-Slavery Standard
(NY), 24 August 1858.

JS is praised by this NY newspaper for her figlatiast the Democrats and their attempt to smash
free speech by smashing her press. They notehtbas & “terror to evil doers.” This is used to
illustrate that JS brought national attention todeuses, even in remote Minnesota.
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Kropp, Cathy. “Marker causes controverdyriiversity Chronicle25 October 2004. From SCSU
website, available from http://www.universitychrolei.com. Accessed 21 February 2006.
Announces removal of JS’s marker has been apprioyedl5 to 2 vote, and provides the reaction
of students and faculty: most agreed with remdwatl said more research is needed to decide if it
should be replaced. This establishes the pertinehd®’s anti-Indian stand to today’s issues.

Lehman, Christopher, Professor of SCSU Ethnic $tBiept. E-mail interview by author, 2 March 2006.
Dr. Lehman is the chairman of a committee analy#ireg)S marker controversy. He said that the
committee is generally in favor of putting up a n&vmarker which includes her anti-Indian
stand, but no other information is definite, yet.

“Letter from the Indian ExpeditionSPR 4 November 1862, 1.
This article details the transfer of the capturedkd@a to prison camps after the Conflict. It
represents many articles that express hatred éob#kota and the desire for retribution, showing
JS’s anti-Indian stand was not unique. It also espes contempt for Indian sympathizers.

Lincoln, Abraham. Letter to Brig. Gen. H. H. SibleyMinnesota. 6 December 1862. LS. Edward D.
Neill and family papers, Manuscript Collection Resel. MHS.
This is the actual letter written by President laimclimiting the Dakota to be executed to 39;
later one sentence was changed to a prison termpetsenally wrote out each Dakota name
phonetically, and signed with his full officiallet This letter incensed Swisshelm to intensify her
calls for Dakota genocide.

“Meeting in Chicago for the Relief of Minnesota fauérs.”SPPR, 28 September 1862, 2.
Also: “Apologies for Savages3PP, 8 October 1862, 2. Reprint frol8CD
The first article details a speech in Chicago teeraelief funds for the settlers displaced by the
Conflict. It is sympathetic to the Dakota, placisigme on the Indian Agents and liquor for the
attack. The subsequent rebuttal fr&@D (probably written by JS) rails at having white men
blamed, and fumes that the misguided speakerdstigerous messenger to send East.” This is
important because it hints that JS believes thaat@nalizing Indian atrocities will bring aid to
MN to deal with the Dakota issues, but blaming efidvon't.

Mitchell, William B. History of Stearns Countypl. 1. Chicago: H. C. Cooper, Jr. and Co., 1915.
This is written by JS’s nephew, to whom she sodlR@Dafter leaving for Washington on her
anti-Indian mission. This is useful because, altfivne adopts a compassionate (but still
superior) tone towards the Indian, his JS biograghits her anti-Indian stand, even though it is
very detailed otherwise. This is included in thevey of JS biographies iippendix B

. “When | look back.” TMs. [1924.] WilliaBr Mitchell Family Papers, A.M682, Box 3,
folder: Misc. MHS.
This is a short history of MN’s early newspapersIBs nephew, who worked at and eventually
owned JS’sSt. Cloud Democratt provides background on the difficulties of fisbing a
frontier paper. The contentious nature of the neyspbusiness is useful here.

“Mrs. Swisshelm’s Favorite for United States SenatsPR, 22 October 1862, 1.
JS’s endorsement for Senator on the front pageiof@déota’s largest newspaper is an indication
of her political power. This is important becausghiows how being journalist has allowed her to
participate in politics even though she is disamfhased.
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“The Mutinous Indians in MinnesotaSPR 12 December 1862, 2. Reprint froNY Evening Post
This lists Conflict atrocities to justify the passiof MN, but agrees with Lincoln’s decision to
execute 39 instead of 300. The reason for saviadj\bs is not for their sakes but “to prevent an
act for which Minnesota would some day blush.” Tieignportant, not only to analyze JS’s anti-
Indian stand, but also to understand why it is irtgott to discuss it now, nearly 150 years later.

Otto, Kathryn, Supervisor of MHS website text oni&helm. E-mail Interview, 11 April 2006.
Ms. Otto supervised the intern who wrote MHS wedsitistory Topics: Jane Grey Swisshelm
which is one of the few post-1950 JS biographias does not mention JS’s anti-Indian stand
(seeAppendix B. Ms. Otto’s goal was to provide just enough trtstesearch: “We don’t want to
prejudice you by saying something controversialweaat you to find that out for yourself.”

Pond, S. W. JiTwo Volunteer Missionaries among the Dakota orStary of the Labors of Samuel W.
and Gideon H. PondBoston: Congregational Sunday-School and PublgsBiociety, 1893.
The Pond brothers developed a written form of th&dda language. They marvel at its
sophistication, with a “fullness and completenesscely to have been expected... of wandering
savages.” This shows that the whites’ stereotypeenestimated the Dakota culture in this era.

Post, Tim. “A Woman of ContradictionMinnesota Public Radiavebsite. 26 September 2002. Available
from <http://news.minnesota.publicradio.org/feasl260209/23_steilm_1862-
m/swisshelm.shtml>. Accessed: 11 February 2005.

This webpage discusses the SCSU marker controvierisyhelped shape this project’s thesis,
and make it relevant to today’s issues.

Ramsey, Alexander. “Annual Message of Gov. Rankg§3.” 7 January 1863. MHS.
Delivered after the Conflict, but before final deténation of what should be done with the
Dakota people, Gov. Ramsey’s speech outlines timdli€s impact on the state and the public’s
desire to be rid of the Dakota. He refers to thkdbmas “wild and roving” with “child-like
ignorance.” These items are important becauseivshhat JS’s opinions were similar to public
opinion in this era. Details on the number of settéfugees are also useful.

- Message of GCopamsey to the Legislature of Minnesota delivereekaia session, September 9,

. MHS.
Delivered during the Dakota Conflict, Gov. Ramsespeech details the atrocities, displacement
of settlers, and economic impact of the Dakotec&iavoicing the public’s outrage. He declares
that the Dakota lands and annuities are forfed, that they should be exterminated or removed
from Minnesota. This is important because it shthvas JS was not alone in her anti-Indian stand.
Details related to the Conflict are also used here.

Roberts, Chad. "Swisshelm Package.” KVSC RadiasstaSECSU. Aired 30 October 2004 about 8:00am.
Radio feature. Length: 3:01.1. From e-mail attaahrsent to author by KVSC, 5 May 2006.
Roberts summarizes the SCSU Swisshelm marker a@ngy before the marker was removed.
Students, faculty, and others are interviewed. Ekallent program (in 2004, it wori' place in
MN AP awards) provided background on the controyerspecially feelings of those involved.

Sanders, Kell. Jane Swisshelm marker at SCSU.dilgitage. 25 October 2004. Available from SCSU
website:
<http://www.universitychronicle.com/media/paper28is/2004/10/25/News/Marker.Causes.Co
ntroversy-779705.shtml?norewrite&sourcedomain=wvmversitychronicle.com>. Accessed: 21
February 2006.

A photograph of the now-removed SCSU JS markestitdesAppendix A
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“A Staunch Foe of SlaveryNY Times23 July 1884, 5.
This obituary of JS includes a biography which riearg her abolition and women'’s rights stands,
but not her anti-Indian stand. This is useful fog survey of JS biographiesAppendix B

Turner, Nikki, American Indian student at SCSU .ef#one interview by author, 1 March 2006.
Ms. Turner is the student president of the All €@slCouncil at SCSU. She was on the committee
that decided to remove JS’'s marker. This intervgeimnportant because it provided counterpoint
to reestablishment of the marker: Ms. Turner stipfegls a marker should never reappear, and
that JS’s contributions to society are far outweitjby her racist stand.

U.S., Census Officd?opulation of the United States in 18&Uashington, D.C.: GPO, 1864.
The 1860 population of MN (p. 253) shows the impHatestward movement between 1850-60.
This is also provides a snapshot of the occupatki?t are farmers (p. 263).

U.S., Census Office&seventh Census of the United States 18&&hington, D.C.: Robert Armstrong,
Public Printer, 1853.
The 1850 population of MN (p. 993) shows the impHavestward movement between 1850-60.

“Vanquished at Last.St. Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer Pre24 July 1884, 3.
A detailed biography of JS is included in her ohitu Her stands on abolition and women’s
rights, and the Lowry incident are detailed; howetier anti-Indian stand is not mentioned.
Interestingly, it is printed right next to an alti@bout an Indian attack of a cowboy camp. This
obituary is useful for the survey of JS biograpliiesppendix B

Whipple, Henry B. “Duty of the Citizens concernitige Indian MassacreSPPR, 3 December 1862, 1.
Also “What Shall We Do with the IndiansSPR, 17 December 1862, 1.
These are examples of articles sympathetic torttliamhs. Catholic missionary Bishop Whipple
spoke to President Lincoln about the desperatidgheoDakota. Whipple is sympathetic but still
thinks of them as savages who can easily be assedil This demonstrates that the Dakota were
misjudged even by compassionate people.

Secondary Sour ces.

Andreasen, Bethany. “Mother of the Republican Paidyne Swisshelm and Minnesota Politics, 1857—
1863.”North Dakota Humanities Coungilebsite (February 2004), available from
http://www.nd-humanities.org/html/andreasen.htndcéssed 25 February 2006.

A detailed analysis of the JS vs. Lowry incidemigl &s impact on MN politics. It is important
because it shows how resilient and clever JS iigally, and how determined she is to crush
anything that resembles pro-slavery (Southern Deat®or stereotypical Dakota).

Belford, BarbaraBrilliant Bylines: A Biographical Anthology of Ndike Newspaperwomen in America
NY: Columbia Univ. Press, 1986.
This JS biography contains two of her letters: on¢he Senate press gallery, and one on women
clerks. It also contains analysis of JS’s impachMi politics which is used in this paper. Also,
this is included in the survey of JS biographieAppendix B

Copyright © 2006 Ellen Rice. http://section216.com/history



Rice 25

Berg, Kristen, writer / producefhe Dakota ConflictNarr. by Garrison Keillor and Floyd Red Crow
Westerman. St. Paul: KTCA Twin Cities Public Tetwon, 1992. Videocassette.
This documentary on the Conflict’s history is teldh narrative interspersed with quotes from
the people involved. The visuals are photograplagpanand artwork of the era, and JS’s role is
mentioned. This is important for information of th&, especially the land-hunger of the settlers
and the desperation of the Dakota.

Brainard, D. S. “Jane Grey Swisshelm — A Pioneerdalist.”Minnesota Journal of Education
(December 1934): 132-33, 141.
This JS biography does not mention her anti-Indiand. This is included in the survey of JS
biographies irAppendix B

Brown, DeeBury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian Historghe® American WesNY: Henry Holt
and Co., 1970.
The chapteL.ittle Crow's Wartells the causes, battles, and outcome of the C&8lict from the
Dakota view, which is useful to this paper. It aisovided important contrast to JS’s strictly
Calvinist, Euro-American viewpoint.

Carley, KennethThe Sioux Uprising of 1863t. Paul: MHS, 1976.
This concise book on the causes, battles, andvatarof the Dakota Conflict is an excellent one
to begin a study of the Dakota Conflict. It prouvddeackground needed to understand more in-
depth studies of this era.

Cox, Hank HLincoln and the Sioux Uprising of 18@2ashville: Cumberland House, 2005.
This excellent new source provides background erDiikota Conflict, placed in the context of
the Civil War events. The politics and ramificasosf Lincoln’s Dakota pardons were especially
useful to this project.

Davison, Elizabeth M. and Ellen B. McKe&nnals of Old Wilkinsburg and Vicinity: The Villag#88—
1888 Wilkinsburg, PA: Group for Historical Researc®4D.
Chapter 7, pp. 390-99 is a JS biography. It iscaiusly inaccurate, and does not include her
anti-Indian stand. This is noted in the survey®biographies idppendix B

Dictionary of Christianity in Americgaed. Daniel G. Reid. Downer’s Grove, IL: Inter\igy$Press, 1990.
This summarized Calvinists’ history and beliefs jebhhelps to understand JS’s moral principles.

Eide, Richard B. “Minnesota Journalism 1849-1888.A. thesis, State Univ. of lowa School of
Journalism, August 1930, MHS.
This studies MN newspapers in JS’s era and thigrinathe “prosperity and contentment” of the
early settlers. A JS biography is included; it doesmention her anti-Indian stand, and
mistakenly says she left MN to be a Civil War nuisiele, however, gets the details right on the
“Lowry” incident. Other editors supported her oistfree speech issue, and this is used here.

Emery, Michael and Edwin Emerfhe Press and America: An Interpretive Historyhef Mass Media
7" ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1992.
Chapter 6: A Press for the Mass#sscribes America’s social and industrial condgithat led to
the rapid expansion of press especially for “comhpmople in the 1800s, and this is useful to
this project. Also, JS’s journalism contributiong aoted: 1st woman in the congressional press
gallery, facing St. Cloud mob, slavery and womeights crusader.
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Endres, Kathleen. “Jane Grey Swissheln” C@ntury Journalist and Feminisidurnalism History

Magazine (Winter 1975-76): 128-32.

This JS biography provides excerpts from critieafiews of her journalism (“her pen seemed
dipped in gall”). JS’s stands on women, slaves,ladins are mentioned, and this is used in the
survey of JS biographies Appendix B

Fearing, JerryThe Story of Minnesot&t. Paul: N.W. Publications, Inc., 1964.

The map on page 43 is usedrggure 3to illustrate the diminishing Indian lands in MN.

Folwell, William Watts.A History of MinnesotaVolume 2. St. Paul: MHS, 1978.

Originally published in 1924. Even though somehaf information is outdated, this continues to
be an important resource for MN history in 1858-8.86pecially on the era’s politics and the
U.S.-Dakota Conflict. This volume coincides withsJgears in MN.

Gill, Kate. “The Historical Fortunes of Jane Grayisshelm.” E-mail file. 28 February 2006.

This presents a summary of the SCSU controversytal®is marker (primary source), and the
bulk of the document analyzes JS’s life (secondanyce) in order to present a clearer picture to
those who are debating the marker. Dr. Gill reld®’s stand to her Calvinism, the era she lived
in, and her character, all useful to this papédrsis.

Green, William D. “Eliza Winston and the PoliticBereedom in Minnesota, 1854-60Jlinnesota

History (Fall 2000): 107-20.
This describes how slaveholders migrated to Mintzesn the Mississippi River, legally bringing
slaves with them. This caused JS to re-enter jtismao help thwart these people politically.

“History Topics: Jane Grey Swisshelm.” MHS websiteailable from:

<http://www.mnhs.org/library/tips/history_topicsBvisshelm.htm>. Accessed: 10 March 2006.
For important MN history topics, the MHS createdbpages; there is one for JS. This brief
biography does not list her anti-Indian stand, hgavgits list of research sources does. This is
noted inAppendix BMs. Otto, who supervised the text's creation, twdo provide just enough

to start research: “We don’t want to prejudice pyusaying something controversial, we want
you to find that out for yourself.”

Hoffert, Sylvia D. “Gender and Vigilantism on thdrvesota Frontier: Jane Grey Swisshelm and the

U.S.-Dakota Conflict of 1862 ¥Vestern Historical QuarterlgAutumn 1998): 342—62.

This is the most complete examination of JS’s imgoient with the Dakota and the Conflict, and
her reasons for disdain of the Dakota. It providgesful information on this era, and the
bibliography pointed to many sources. Also, Hoféestudy of JS’s influence on bringing settlers
to Minnesota supports this paper’s point that &ved the Conflict as a struggle for land for
settlers, instead of for Dakota. Due to lack ofcgpanost of Hoffert's gender study is not used.

Jane Grey Swisshelm: An Unconventional Life, 188841Chapel Hill: Univ. of NC, 2004.
This is the most in-depth analysis of JS’s lifes thost valuable secondary sources on JS.
Information from this study is used throughout tlager, especially regarding JS’s moral
principles and how they influenced her stands. Bibkography is useful, as were Hoffert's
excerpts from primary sources that are out of nagieg.g.Eastern newspapers from JS's era).
One entitled “Horsewhips” is quoted in this project
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Huntzicker, William E, Prof of Mass CommunicatianSCSU. Telephone interview, 1 March 2006.
Dr. Huntzicker is the author dhe Popular Presdmportant to this project is how JS compared
with other partisan editors of her time. Dr. Huokar said JS’s strong language and accusations
were “not at all unusual.” She may not have beemtbst radical — many other partisan editors
used even more violent and brutal words. He atidst@er national fame and accomplishments
in women'’s rights, even though she disassociatesetidrom popular leaders.

The Popular Press, 1833—-1868estport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1999.
This is a history of the press during JS’s actiugalism days, and includes biographical info on
JS (which mentions her anti-Indian stand pp. 4%&#Ad) uses her MN “Lowry” incident as an
example of mob-violence directed at the editoris itnportant because it exposes the rough and
sometimes unprincipled beginnings of journalismisThakes JS's entry into this men’s
profession especially noteworthy. This is usedxigan her journalistic style, and the political
and social power that editors felt they had in ére.

An lllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Masota Chicago: A.T. Andreas, 1874.
Political History (pp. 218-23) provides election results for thdyegzars of the territory and
state. This shows the dominance shifting from Dewmtaio Republican during JS’s stay.

Jaakkola, Teres&hadows llluminated: Women in a Rural Cultu8e Cloud, MN: Stearns County
Historical Society, 1996.
Chapter 5 is a JS biography which includes herdstan slavery, women'’s rights, and Indians. It
is useful for the study of JS biographie®\ppendix B

McCarthy, Abigail. “Chapter 3: Jane Grey Swisshdifiayriage and Slavery.” Ilfomen of Minnesota:
Selected Biographical Essaysdited by Barbara Stuhler and Gretchen KreuteP&ul: MHS
Press, 1977, 34-54.
This biography describes JS’s stands on slaverypyencs rights, and Indians. However,
McCarthy attributes JS's stand to fear of Indiamigh which | (and K. Gill) do not agree. This is
useful, however, for the survey of JS biographiesppendix B

Pierson, Michael D. “Between Antislavery and Alolit The Politics and RhetoricPennsylvania
History (July 1993): 305-21.
This in-depth analysis links JS’s moral principlesier stand on slavery and women'’s rights,
which supports one of the main points of this prbj&his does not discuss her Indian stand,
however it is not really a full biography but a rway study of the slavery issue.

Rankin, Charles E. “Savage Journalists and Cidliraelians: A Different View."Journalism History
(Autumn 1995): 102-11.
This article provides important analysis of fronjeurnalists’ biased views on Indians. Most
journalists derided them as savages, and werdaitgsted in the true nature of the Indians. The
work of a fair-minded western journalist, Freddrarkley, is highlighted, and he declared:
“There is a natural repugnancy between the raecgsglbthe virtues are not on our side.”

Riley, GlendaWomen and Indians on the Frontiédbuquerque: Univ. of New Mexico Press, 1984.
This discusses how Europeans’ “superior” attitiekethem to misinterpret the lifestyle and
contentment of Indian women. Important to this ectj Europeans were ignorant about Indians’
culture so they mapped it onto their own, whichseglthem to characterize Indian women as
overworked drudges, disdained and degraded by hbshlands.
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Ross, IshbelLadies of the Press: The Story of Women in Jowsmaly an InsideMNY: Harper & Bros.,
1936.
Chapter 25 is a JS biography with many errors.dtmnds on slaves, women, and Democrats are
here, but not her anti-Indian stand. This is usetthé survey of JS biographiesAppendix B

Schlipp, Madelon Golden and Sharon M. MurpByeat Women of the PresSarbondale, IL: Southern
IL Univ. Press. 1983.
This biography details some of JS’s journalistipleits, such as how she became the first woman
in the Senate press gallery. It is also used irstimeey of JS biographies Appendix B

Shippee, Lester Burrell. “Jane Grey Swisshelm: #git” The Mississippi Valley Historical Review
December 1920: 206-27.
This lengthy biography of JS mentions her standslavery and women'’s rights, but not her anti-
Indian stand. Outrageously, Shippee distorts resae for leaving MN for Washington D.C.:
“When the civil war was in progress Minnesota paditand small town doings ceased to afford
sufficient outlet for the pent-up energy of JandsShelm'’s active mind” (224). Sadly, this
illustrates that American sentiment was still dntlfan in 1920. This is included in the survey of
JS biographies iAppendix B

Thorpe, Margaret FarranBemale PersuasiorNew Haven, CT: Yale Univ. Press, 1949.
This includes a chapter on JS. Useful to the suo¥e\s biographiesAppendix B, this mentions
JS’s anti-Indian stand, but there is no analystepkthat this led her to Civil War nursing.

White, Bruce M. “The Power of Whiteness Or, theeldind Times of Joseph Rolette Mihnesota
History (Winter 1998-1999): 178-97.
This article focused on the interaction of MN’srathgroups through 1860, and the role it played
in formation of the state. The discussion of Indi@amuities and its importance to MN’s economy,
and Euro-Americans’ belief in racial superiorityamportant to this project’s thesis. Also, the
estimated Indian population in 1850 is used.

Wilson, Angela Cavender. “A Day in the Life of Ma@kiye Win.” Minnesota HistoryWinter 1998—
1999): 200-01.
The author is the great-great-granddaughter oD#deta girl featured in this article. She lived
during the Conflict era. It is an important res@ion the Dakota culture, especially about
women’s duties in agriculture.

Wilson, Bess M. “Jane Swisshelm’s Life Story Babebt of U.S. Women.Minneapolis Journal28 July
1935, 1+ (Sunday Society Section).
This article (which uses JS’s HAC as a source)usises her stands on abolition and women'’s
rights, and her Lowry incident, but does not menmtier anti-Indian stand. This is important for
the survey of JS biographiesAppendix B

Woodward, Helen Beallhe Bold WomerNY: Farrar, Straus, & Young, 1953.
This book includes a chapter on JS (pp. 53—90).athieor relates JS’s Calvinist feelings about
work to her hatred of slavery and her antipathytiierDakota, which supports one of the points
of this project. It is also used in the survey $fhiographies il\ppendix B

Sourcefor paper format:
Turabian, Kate LA Manuel for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, arss@®iationspth ed. Revised by
John Grossman and Alice Bennett. Chicago: UniweddiChicago Press, 1996.
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